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the French dynasty, or breaking up the unity
of the French nation.
The last piece of fighting at the very end of
Louis XIV's reign turned upon the succession
to the huge Spanish Empire at home and beyond
the Atlantic, This had been left by will to the
grandson of Louis XIV, and Louis XIV deter-
mined to maintain that grandson's claims. He
succeeded in this. The Spanish Empire was
governed by that younger branch of his family
for a hundred years to come. In the struggle,
the Spanish Netherlands, which Louis had
claimed to govern, with their capital at
Brussels, were taken out of the Spanish
Empire and given to Austria, in whose hands
they remained until the wars of the French
Revolution.
Regarded therefore politically, Louis XIV's
reign as a whole was the triumph of himself
as a person, and of the French power. Though
not the triumph of the Catholic cause in Europe
which as we have seen was divided, at any rate
his rule established the maintenance of pre-
ponderant Catholic power in Europe,
But France only achieved this position at
the expense to Catholic culture of continually
supporting the smaller Protestant powers in
Germany against the Empire. Even in the
English struggle Louis XIV was lukewarm.